Numerous studies have revealed an asymmetry tied to the perception of coronal place of articulation: participants accept a labial mispronunciation of a coronal target, but not vice versa. Whether or not this asymmetry is based on language-general properties or arises from language-specific experience has been a matter of debate. The current study suggests a bias of the first type by documenting an early, cross-linguistic asymmetry related to coronal place of articulation. Japanese and Dutch 4-and 6-month-old infants showed evidence of discrimination if they were habituated to a labial and then tested on a coronal sequence, but not vice versa. This finding has important implications for both phonological theories and infant speech perception research.
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Introduction
The special status attributed to coronal place of articulation in the phonologies of the world (Paradis & Prunet, 1991) has intrigued phonologists for decades. Indeed, coronals (sounds articulated with the tongue tip or blade) show distinct characteristics, such as a high frequency of occurrence between and within languages (Maddiesson, 1984) , and a proneness to undergo phonological processes such as place assimilation (Chomsky & Halle, 1968) . This special status would also affect speech processing in the form of a perceptual asymmetry, but whether or not this asymmetry is based on language-general properties (thus, is independent from a listener's language-specific experience) or arises from language-specific experience (thus, changes as a function of experience with a specific language) has been a matter of debate. The current study suggests that language-general properties underlie the special status of coronals based on evidence from young infants.
To highlight the issues being debated, we will introduce two accounts that capture perceptual asymmetries in adults. The Featurally Underspecified Lexicon (FUL; Lahiri & Reetz, 2010) posits perceptual asymmetries independent of experience with a specific language. It assumes sparse and abstract lexical representations in which not all phonological features are specified. Coronal place of articulation is considered the default place, and http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.cognition.2014.10.009 0010-0277/Ó 2014 Elsevier B.V. All rights reserved.
